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Session Description
ÅWe highlight Project LEE, which aims to 

improve the literacy and language outcomes 
for ELs in Grades 3-5 who are at-risk or with 
disabilities using a replicable model ςPLUSS. 
This model is an evidence-based overlay to 
literacy intervention programs that focuses on 
ELs' unique language and cultural contexts. 



Learner Outcomes
After attending this session, you will be able to: 

1. Understand the components of a research-
based framework for culturally and 
linguistically aligned interventions for ELs. 

2. Examine a process for making special 
education eligibility decisions for ELs in a fair 
and defensible manner. 



AGENDA
ÅOverview of Project LEE

ÅMTSS for ELs

ÅPLUSS Framework

ÅSpecial Education Eligibility Decisions for EL 
Students (focus on SLD)



National Demographics
Å In 2014-15, EL students represented 4.6 million or 9.4% of 

students (USDOE, 2017).

Å77% of all ELs are born in the U.S. (Zong& Batalova, 2015).

ÅAlthough the majority of EL students are born in the U.S., 
many require federally-mandated language assistance 
programs to access instruction often provided only in English.  

Å In 2014-15, 13.8% of ELs were also identified as having a 
disability (USDOE, 2017).



Currently, the range of ELs in 
special education in Oregon is 5% 
- 47%.

The state average is 18%.

What is the percentage in your 
state?



The Proportion of ELs in Special Education 
Varies in Districts with Large EL Populations
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There are 10 districts in Oregon Where More than a 
Quarter of ELs Are in Special Education
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OVERVIEW OF PROJECT LEE



What is Project LEE?
Å A four-year Model Demonstration Project from the federal Office of Special Education 

Programs to improve literacy and language outcomes for English Learners (ELs) in grades 3 
ς5 with or at-risk for a disability.

Å Our research team from Portland State University partners with 3 schools in a Portland 
area school district

Å We will be investigating using a framework for enhancing literacy interventions for ELs 
using the PLUSS model:
ï P:Pre-teaching language and vocabulary and priming background knowledge

ï L: Language use and modeling

ï U: Using visuals and graphic organizers

ï S:Systematic and explicit instruction

ï S:Strategic use of native language and culture



Project Team



Support use and interpretation of screening 
and progress monitoringmeasures across 

English and Spanish in Tiers 1, 2 & 3

Support and implement PD in Culturally and 
Linguistically Responsive Evidence-based Tier 1 ς3 

instruction and interventions in English and 
Spanish.

Provide information and training to parentsto 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

reading and language development in English 
and Spanish.

Document ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
language skills during the three-tiers of 

instruction.   

Disseminate promising and exemplary 
practices to improve literacy support for ELs 

with or at risk for disabilities.

Project LEE GOALS


